THE    FIRST    GREAT    WAR

later in another raid, the first war casualty of the squadron.
On this occasion we had the support of a French squadron which
was working from the same aerodrome as ours outside Dunkirk;
they bombed the German aerodrome at Ghistelles. As a result
of these raids it was eventually confirmed that at least one
submarine had been damaged.

On the 2 6th February the .squadron moved from Dover to
Dunkirk, the cross-channel steamer Empress providing accom-
modation for those officers and men for whom no room was
available at St. Pol aerodrome till Samson's squadron had left
for England en route to the Dardanelles.

The duties of the R.N.A.S. at Dunkirk could be summarized
as follows: (i) To endeavour to prevent Zeppelins and aeroplanes
operating from bases in Belgium for raids on England. The big
German airships had already started their offensive and were
causing considerable annoyance. (2) To attack enemy submarines
using Ostend and Zeebrugge and to obtain information as to
their movements. (3) To co-operate with the monitors, both in
spotting for their bombardments off the Belgian coast and in
protecting them from aerial attacks. (4) To obtain information by
coastal reconnaissance, as to movements of shipping at Ostend
and Zeebrugge. (5) To develop aerial photography and wireless
communication from aircraft under active service conditions.
These duties we carried out to the best of our ability with the
primitive equipment at our disposal, and with the small number
of officer pilots and aeroplanes available. As far as possible, pilots
were allotted to specific tasks and their initiative and enterprise
were beyond all praise.

Flt.-Lieuts, Evill and Haskins, with Observer D'Albiac (our
squadron musician) developed gun-spotting methods, using
wireless telegraphy to communicate results to the monitors and
naval shore batteries. Others whom I remember as having
particularly distinguished themselves in bombing submarine
bases, Zeppelin sheds or aerodromes included Squadron-Com-
mander L T. Courtney, who with Flt.-Lieut. Rosher in March,
raided Hoboken docks at Antwerp where the small submarines
were being erected; Flt.-Sub.-Lieut. Andrea and Fit-Lieut. Jack
Wilson of Grand National fame; Sippe; Squad.-Leader Bigsworth,
who damaged a Zeppelin in the" air; Goble of Australia, Mills,
Rose, Mulock from Canada, Warneford, V.C., and our cheerful
and very helpful Intelligence Officer, Villiers.

On the night of the 6th June 1915 three German airships,
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